6th Grade AMI Day 10

Read the passage below and answer the following guestions.

Bomeo Revizited
by Belinda Jonas

The meeting was getting off to a slow start. Rick, the Grenville High drama club
president, had just nominated Romee and Julfer for the £all play.

There was a2 long silence in the warm classroom., brolen only by the mstling of
Innch sacks and the secasional ecrimching bite into 2 crizp apple. Mo one was sure that
this was such a meatidesa,.

| Mo one but Shirley, the sophomore class president. “Oh, Shakespeare’s s6' =
[rumanm‘“ she sam:l ‘Bu.t snﬁ' what l:gbi ﬁ*nmyandgrwlndnw rasks., It is &e :aas‘l, Elld
i.'I'I;nl.m’t:v.;’l:hg sum1™ — — -
" Evervone Eeacta:l she comld go on of she w‘anl:ed.
“*Arise, fair sun, and k51l the enviows mooen, ™ Rick continmed basitantly, flling in
the blank Everyons was impressed, but Shirley and Rick's excitement wasn’t catching on.
The two were shoo-ins for the leading roles. What parts wionld that leave everyone elsa?

“Hey, Shakespeme’s great and all. but can’t we do one of his other plays?” Byron
asked. He usually held back a litfle Jonger bafore spealdng. but today oo one else seamed
to have the guts. Besides, that romantie smffwas not his cup of tea. “T mean, evervone
Imows the story of those “star-ervesszed levers.” The whale thing is suck a cliché.™

M. Paterson, the drama advisor, spoke vp to defend the play. “Eivervons knew the
story in Shalkespeare’s day, too.” he said. “Knewaing the story helps aundiencas noderstand
Shalaspeare™s poetic langmage. If wea put on Corfolans, some pecple migkt naot be sble to
folloar the action.”™

“Yeah TWhatevar,” Byvon said, leaning his chair against the desk behind him.
“We could always update the story,” a squealey voice offered from the fiinge of the

group. It was Maleolm, a freshman new to the club.

“Sovry, lad, that's bean done,”™ Megan said. “Remember Fasr Side Story? And
didn’t you see Baz Labiman’s 1998 version? Leonardo DiCapio is to die for! “Romeo,
RFomweo whyfore art thon . .. .7 7

“It"s whergfore,” Lindsan cowreched luea-

“Wherafore aren ‘t thon, Leonardo DIC aprio? Megam said.

“Wherefore art thon, Rick?” Lindsay added under her breath. 4 couple of the
girlz laughed, but she inmediately falt somy she'd said it. Rick had been doing his best
to help the group come to a decision.

Eate spokeup. “T'm all in favor of the balcony scene and the romance stuff, bat I
have to say I'm sick and tived of ttagady. Fvery time you fum on the TV, there's
something tragic on the news. [ mean why can™t we just rewrite the script and give it a
happy ending?™

Mz, Peterson eleared his throat. “That’s actially an interezting idea, Katia. You
Imow, they did that in the aighteenth century. Kewrote Shals.espeme s plays so they'd all
have happv endings. We conld bill it as an eightesnth cenhny version of Ramen and
Jrelier™

“Hey, wasn't that about the time when all the guys wore powdered wizs?" Byron
asked. He always seamed to know a little bit about everyihing, which people wonldn’t
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have minded. excapt that he acted lile he knew it all. But the snbject of powdered wigs had
caught everyone's attention.

“Hold on a second.” Maleolm said. “I den’t Imow about anyone else, but I don’t
want to wear 2 powdered wig.”

“And I'm not Issing any guy who's wearing ons,” Megan said with mock certainty.,
“Ch, come on, what differance does it make? Rick asked “Wa're actors. Wea do all
sorts of stuff."”

“Yeah what the heck,” Shirley zaid.  “It"ll be fim!™

“Yeah, well the closest I've ever come to a powdered wig is a powdered donnt, ™
Byron said, “and, man, those things set muy teeth on edze.”

In the hﬂﬂted disenssion that followed, My, Peterson seemed to be the umh cne who
didn’t have an opinion about powdered wigs. Afier a while, he felt someone tap him on the
shoulder. Everyone saw the advisor bun around. The group zot gquiet all at once.

It was Malcolm. When he saw that all eves were on him, he addvessed the whola
group instead of just Mr. Peterson. “Dion’t you see?” Maleolu said excitedly. “Wa've got
one group that agrees to wear powderad w 1gs and one group that refiises to.  [t's the
Mesmdtheﬁa nlets all over again™

“Kind of like shirts and skins in bazkethall!™ Byron sajd.

“Let’s see,” Malcolm pansed, ignoring Byron and pmﬂenng the plot. “Juliet prafars
her men to wear natural m:_fs so she croszas over the “wig line® and falls in love with
Romeo. The young couple convinces tha others that fonding ever hairdos is foolish. They
malce up and live happily ever after ™

Rick looked pleased with Malrcolm's suggestion. It appeared that producing Romes
and Juliet as the fall play was more than a possibility.

Just then the bell rang. Time to pet back to claszes. Fveryons honed to M.
Paterson for his opinion.

He sucked in his braath. “I think we've got an idea for an original production ™ he
said. “A play that makes good-natuwred fim of Shalespearean tragedy, or of eightesnth-
century hair stylas, I'm not sure which, Let’s all talze a week to think abount whether it will
make a full-length play. We could think: about the other tragedies, and how they might
work m wigs. It might turn ont to be a group of skits.™

The students dispersed in chunps, talling excitedly. And the inevitable was heard in
the halls of Grenville High: “To wig, or not to wig? That is the gquestion.”
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1. According to the highlighted text above, which word best describes the type of person Shirley
seems to be?

A. unoriginal

B. confident

C. shy

D. impatient

2, Based on the information in the passage, the reader can infer that the fall play will be which of the
following?

A. the original "Romeo and Juliet”

B. "Coriolanus,” one of Shakespeare's lesser known plays

C.an updated "Romeo and Juliet" with a happy ending

D. a group of skits making fun of Shakespearean tragedies or wigs

3. Which of the following is the best summary of this passage?

A. Most of the members of the drama club would rather not perform Romeo and Juliet

B. The drama club concludes that is it not possible to produce a traditional version of Romeo and Juliet

C. Mr. Peterson saves the day by coming up with the solution to disagreements among drama club members
D. Ideas begin to fly when drama club members discuss the possibility of performing Romeo and Juliet

4. Based on the highlighted text above, the author uses the phrase “shirts and skins in basketball" in
order to -

A. illustrate how silly the conflict in Romeo and Juliet was

B. impart a sense of playfulness

C. show how literary conflict has two sides just like a basketball game

D. make the reader understand why the two families hated each other

5. The highlighted word "coifs" In this passage means which of the following?
A. hairstyles

B. items of makeup

C. facial expressions

D. articles of clothing




