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Book Review: The Lovely Bones
By ADDIE HATLEY

    Alice Sebold’s novel, The Lovely
Bones was originally published in
2002. It’s a triumphant knockout. I,
along with many others, believe she
has written something truly miracu-
lous.
    The Lovely Bones is about a young
teenage girl, Susie Salmon. The story
captures the sorrow, the loss, along
with the beauty of her passing.
Susie’s life ended before it even
started, more specifically, it was
taken from her.
    An amazing twist to the story is
that it’s told from Susie’s point of
view, even after her passing.
Throughout the entire story it shows
how Susie’s family and friends deal
with her loss, some handling it rather
well, while others aren’t handling it
at all.
    Alice Sebold started this novel out

with horror, with complete sorrow
and heartbreak but ended it with a
sense of beauty and compassion. In
the novel, it focuses on something
horrific, it focuses on some truth of

the world. It talks about things that
most people push away and think
could never happen. Don’t start The
Lovely Bones unless you are prepared
to finish it, with tears, of course.

Perrin Returns
to Pirate 
Country

By ADDIE HATLEY

    Zach Perrin was born in Blytheville, Arkansas on De-
cember 27, 1992. He is the son of Larry and Michelle
Perrin. He has one sibling, James Edwards. 
    Perrin graduated from Gosnell High School. He later
attended Henderson State University and obtained his
General Studies and Sports Administration degrees.
    So far, his most rewarding experience has been “get-
ting to come home and be a part of an organization
that offered me so much growing up.”
    When asked if he had the chance to do it all over
again, would he still choose to work in the education
field, he replied, “Yes, construction did not work, and I
paid a lot of money for college in order to teach, so yep,
teaching and coaching is for me.”
    Perrin advises students to “find something to be pas-
sionate towards and strive to be excellent at it” in order
to become successful.
    One person that has influenced his life the most has
been his grandfather because he was and is his biggest
influence; he was the perfect illustration of integrity.
    Perrin lives by 2 Timothy 1:7: “For I am not a spirit
of timidity, I am of power, love, and of self control.”
    His favorite thing about his job is knowing his at-
tempt to reach a student can possibly change that stu-
dent’s life.
    Perrin feels that everyone should “do your best to be
a light in someone’s life.”

Chemistry Lab

Junior Alexus Donnerson is preparing to separate a mix-
ture of salt, sand, and iron in a recent lab in chemistry
class.

Juniors Breanna Stockman and Jordan Fultz are calculat-
ing the mass of their mixture in a recent chemistry lab.

PICK OF THE PIRATES:
TYNGA COLEMAN

By MIA HENDERSON

    “I would like to get the students to set their own
goals about learning, and hopefully by the end of the
year this goal setting would have improved their self-
confidence about what they can really achieve,” says
new special education teacher, Tynga Coleman. 
    Coleman was born on September 10 in Bassett,
Arkansas and graduated from Rivercrest High School.
She attended Franklin University, Arkansas Northeast-
ern College, and Arkansas State University and is cur-
rently working on her second masters degree in special
education. 
    A quotation she lives by is Romans 8:31 – “As long as
you know that God is for you, it doesn’t matter who is
against you.”
    Coleman says her husband, Joe, has inspired her most
because he has been her biggest supporter and he
pushes her to keep going even when she want to be
done.
    “My favorite thing about my job is helping students
realize they CAN get the right answers and that they
can be even better at something if they’re putting in the
effort,” says Coleman.
    Coleman feels that most people don’t know that
teachers think about teaching all of the time.
    In order for students to succeed, Coleman believe
students need to understand that they are also respon-
sible for their learning. To students, she advises, “You
don’t need to give up when work becomes a challenge.
As said by Albert Einstein, ‘you never fail until you stop
trying.’”
    “Although this is not my first year as a teacher, this
is my first year as a resource teacher, and I am looking
forward to learning a lot about special education,” she
added. 
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Gosnell Students Tour 
Our Nation’s Capital

By ALEXA JOHNSON

    Mississippi County Electric Cooperative holds an
annual contest for two local juniors to go on an all-
expense paid trip to Washington, D.C in June.
    The students must submit an essay, and last sum-
mer, two winners of the contest were from Gosnell
High School. 
    Seniors Matthew Royer and Brianna Hood became
part of a group of youth from across the nation that
were able to explore the wonders of the Smithsonian,
the Holocaust Memorial Museum, and many more
historical events and places throughout the nation’s
capital. Their Youth Tour trip was sponsored by
MCEC.
    “The experience was amazing,” says Matthew
Royer. “If I had the opportunity to go back, I would go
in a heartbeat.”

Seniors Matthew Royer and Brianna Hood in one of the
several Youth Tour shirts they received while in D.C.

New Class Offered at GHS This Year
By ALEXA JOHNSON

     This year, GHS Family and Consumer Science teacher Jan
Crosskno will be teaching a new class called Orientation to
Teaching. The students will learn the basics of being a teacher
and the importance of the role of a teacher. The students will
be doing activities such as learning how to make lesson plans,
evaluating peer lesson plans, creating resumes, along with ob-
serving elementary classes, watching educational videos, and
reflecting on those observations and videos.

     “Arkansas is facing a major teacher shortage,” says Mrs.
Crosskno, “Half of the college students that graduate with a
teaching degree leave the profession in the first two years.”
     With this class, she hopes that the students will better un-
derstand the importance of the education field and that the
class will help encourage them to choose a career in teaching. 
     Some of the students enrolled in the class have said they
are excited to learn more about teaching and hope that this
class will help them decide which grades they would like to
teach.


