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top ten reasons why i love Christmas 
By PEYTON SULLINS

    “I think as you grow older, your
Christmas list gets smaller and the
things you really want for the holi-
days can’t be bought.” 
    Christmas is, as they say, the most
wonderful time of the year. 
    It is a time meant for being with
your family and friends, stuffing your
face with holiday food, and, of
course, spending the day on the
couch wrapped up in blankets,
watching your favorite Christmas
movies. 
    Here is a list of the top-ten rea-
sons why I love Christmas:
    1. Christmas is a time to give.
A lot of people love receiving gifts on
Christmas, but there is no better feel-
ing than giving to others. Christmas
is a time when people put others be-
fore themselves. “Let us remember
that the Christmas heart is a giving
heart.”
    2. Churches decorate for the
holidays. My favorite part of Christ-
mas as a child, and even now, was

going to church during the holiday
season. I love the music, the ser-
mons, and the decorations.
    3. It is finally acceptable to
watch your favorite Christmas
movies. Christmas isn’t Christmas
unless I have watched the movie
“Elf” and “Charlie Brown Christmas”
as least ten times.
    4. Christmas music is playing
everywhere you go. No matter where
you go-the Grocery store, clothing
stores, restaurants-you will hear
Christmas music playing on the
radio.
    5. It’s finally time for the
Lights of the Delta. At least twice a
year, my family and I pile on top of
each other in a car and drive through
the Lights of the Delta, admiring the
lights, drinking hot cocoa, and listen-
ing to beautiful Christmas music.
Christmas isn’t complete without at
least one trip through the lights.
    6. Christmas decorations are
everywhere. Whether you’re driving
through Main Street or neighbor-
hoods or walking through people’s

homes or teacher’s classrooms at
school, you will see decorations
everywhere. Christmas trees,
wreaths, and Christmas lights defi-
nitely get me in the Christmas spirit
every year.
    7. Everywhere you look, there
is food! I love gathering with my
family every year and eating a huge
Christmas meal. 
    8. Seasonal coffee spices and
candles are finally purchasable! I live
for peppermint and pumpkin spice
coffee creamer and Christmas-
scented candles.
    9. Christmas is a time to relax.
High school and college students are
out of school for two weeks, and
adults are off of work (usually).
Everyone is given the chance to relax
and spend time with their family and
friends.
    10. We celebrate the birth of
Jesus Christ. “The magic of Christmas
is not in the presents, but in His pres-
ence.” While celebrating with your
family this year, don’t forget that
Jesus is the reason for the season.

Ryan Wins bronze at
FCCLA Star events

By ADDIE HATLEY

    Senior Abby Ryan recently won a
bronze medal at the FCCLA Star
Events Competition at ASU. She
competed in Career Investigation:
registered nurse. 
    She has been in FCCLA for five

years, ever since the eighth grade. 
    Ryan says that she has had to do
a lot of research to gather all her
facts and she also contacted people
just so her presentations would look
better. 
    She will soon be job shadowing a
local hospital to make her presenta-

tion look better for State competi-
tion which is in Conway in February. 
    “It feels good that all my hard
work has paid off and that I’m going
to State for the second time. I was so
excited. FCCLA has made me a bet-
ter person because I have learned so
much through the club.”

Senior Abby ryan recently won a bronze medal at the FCCLA Star Events Competition at ASu.

SEniOr SPOtLigHt:
HuntEr CurtiS

SEniOr SPOtLigHt: ALExiS LArkin

Important Dates
December 15 – Lady Pirate Basketball
vs. South Pemiscot at 5:00 p.m.
December 19 -1 – Christmas Holiday!
January 2 – Second Semester Begins!

January 3 – Pirate Basketball vs. West-
side at 5:00 p.m.
January 5 – Lady Pirate Basketball vs.
Manila at 5:00 p.m.
January 6 – Pirate Basketball at Manila
at 5:00 p.m.

January 9 – Lady Pirate Basketball at
Osceola at 5:00 p.m.
January 10 – Pirate Basketball vs. Osce-
ola at 5:00 p.m.
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By PEYTON SULLINS

    Hunter Curtis was born on September 9, 1998 in
Blytheville, Arkansas to Amanda Curtis. He is the sib-
ling of Payton Curtis. Hunter is a member of the Gos-
nell Pirate football team and participates in FFA.
    One word to best describe Hunter is fun. “I try to
make the best out of all situations,” he commented. 
    Hunter’s greatest accomplishment so far has been
winning FFA President. His most difficult challenge
has been taking online classes.
    His advice to incoming freshmen is: “Stay on top of
your work. It is better to be ahead than behind.” His fa-
vorite thing about being a senior is having more free-
dom. He is going to miss football games the most after
he graduates.
    “High school has taught me to try new things be-
cause you will never know what you can achieve unless
you try,” he added.
    After high school, Hunter hopes to become a me-
chanical engineer, and he hopes to be remembered at
Gosnell as the friendliest person in school. Three
things on Hunter’s bucket list include seeing a Dallas
Cowboys football game, visiting all of the professional
football stadiums, and making the next Lamborghini. 
    His best friends throughout high school have been
Zach Phillips, Colton Humble, and Josh McElhone.
“They have always been there for me, and we have fun
together during school.”
    Zach commented, “Hunter and I go way back and he
has been there for me since the beginning. He is a true
friend, and we have had some good times.
    Colton commented, “Hunter has always been there
for me through tough times. No matter what happens,
he knows what to say to brighten the mood.”
    Mrs. Moore has been Hunter’s favorite teacher be-
cause she has taught him so many things.
    Mrs. Moore commented, “Congratulations, Hunter!
I have really enjoyed you in class and in the FFA over
the last few years. Your sense of humor and good heart
will take you far in life. I can’t wait to see what the fu-
ture holds for you!
    His favorite class during school has been Ag Me-
chanics because of the fun projects and the numerous
skills that Hunter learned during the class.
    To his family, Hunter said: “Thanks for taking care
of me and for loving me regardless of what happens.
Thank you for all of your support throughout high
school. I love you Mom, Nana, Pops, and Darrell.”
    Hunter lives by the quotation: “Be who you want to
be.” 
    He added, “This quote reminds me that you can do
anything that you set your mind to, and others can’t
tell you who you are; only you can decide.”

By PEYTON SULLINS

     Alexis “Lexi” Larkin was born on March
9, 1999 in Jonesboro, Arkansas to David and
Sherri Larkin. She is the sibling of Austin
Davis and Amber Larkin.
     Lexi is a member of the Gold Nuggets
Dance team, a member of the Golf team,
and enjoys painting. One word that best de-
scribes her is unique, or a “free spirit.” “I
don’t feel the need to follow the crowd; I
make my own decisions,” she added.
     Her advice to incoming freshmen is:
“Don’t slack when it comes to school; get
all of your classes out of the way.” 
     Her most memorable moment has been
cheering at the Pocahontas and Highland
games, because the whole crowd really got
involved. Her most difficult challenge so far
has been balancing her social life and sports
while also keeping her grades as her main
priority.
     An important lesson that high school has
taught Lexi throughout the years is that it’s
all about willpower. “If there is something
you want, and you are willing to put the
work in that’s needed to accomplish it, you
can make anything happen,” she added.

     When she graduates, Lexi will miss per-
forming, whether it be cheering or dancing,
at the football and basketball games. She
plans to attend either Arkansas State Uni-
versity or the University of Arkansas.
     Her best friend throughout high school
has been Kourtney Riggs. “She has been a
great influence on me, and she makes me a
better person overall.”
     Kourtney responded, “I love being her
best friend, and I can’t wait for college to-
gether!”
     Her favorite teacher has been Mrs. Hen-
drix because she taught Lexi’s favorite sub-
ject: chemistry.
     Mrs. Hendrix responded, “Lexi is so re-
freshing to work with in class.  I love her
sweet and quirky personality and she always
had a way of making me smile. I will miss
her as she graduates, but I know she will do
great things! Congratulations!
     To her parents, Lexi said: “Thank you for
pushing me to do my best while also en-
couraging me to have fun.”
     A quotation Lexi lives by is: “The sun is
a daily reminder that we too can rise again
from the darkness, that we too can shine
our own light.”


